	Figure 2 - The use of graphics in the research process (from MacEachren, 1994). 

Dynamic graphics are being used increasingly throughout the research process for exploration, some confirmation (in conjunction with formal statistical techniques) and communication. 


	


	Exploration :
	Early in investigation, highly interactive, high speed of response, private, not of publishable quality. 

	Confirmation :
	Transform graphics to highlight areas of interest and inspect patterns identified in exploration. Use additional graphics, data and formal statistical techniques.

	Synthesis :
	Stepping back from detail and providing a 'big picture'. Bringing ideas together. Experts make informed decisions about what to emphasise, what to suppress and which relationships to show.

	Presentation :
	Well designed maps for public use. Simple, clear and convincing maps for publication that communicate a message or particular knowledge effectively and imply authenticity.
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